
 
 
 

 
  

River Grand Senior Living 
 

River Grand Activities 
 

During the month of November, River Grand 

will be raising funds for the local Itasca 

United Way. Employees can wear jeans or a 

holiday/ funky scrub top for a $1 donation. 

Our goal is to raise $500. Our management 

company is going to match us dollar for dollar 

up to that amount to donate on behalf of River 

Grand. There will also be a “Make a change” 

jar located on the ledge of the main office. All 

donated change will also be donated. So if you 

get lucky at Bingo and want to donate your 

quarters to a great cause- you sure can!  

 
 
Check your activity calendars and activity 
board daily but here are some highlights of 
happenings throughout the month of 
November: 

 Men’s Group meets each Tuesday at 
10am for coffee & goodies. 

 Harp Music will be the 7th & 21st  

 Bible Study time has changed to 
1:30pm on Thursday’s.  

 Guitar Music with Corey Knapp will be 
Monday, November 12th. 

 Teddy Bear Day on Friday, November 
16th. Come and play for your chance to 
win some really cute teddy bears! 

 If you like to play Bridge- games will 
take place on Sunday November 11th 
& 25th at 1pm. 

 Christmas Decorating will begin on 
Monday, November 26th. Tis’ the 
season!  

 Count your blessings & Happy 
Thanksgiving to you all! Jennifer  

 

November Birthdays 
 

In astrology, Scorpios are those born between 
November 1–21. Scorpios are passionate  
and deep, qualities that help them counsel  
others in meaningful ways. Resourceful and 
determined, Scorpios make good managers. 
Those born between November 22–30 are 
Archers of Sagittarius. These open-minded 
travelers are in constant motion, searching  
the globe for meaning. Curious, optimistic,  
and enthusiastic, they are not afraid of change 
and treasure freedom. 
 

River Grand Birthdays 

 

Alma Rima 11/4 

Jean Hutchinson 11/9 

Shen Adams 11/16 

Trudy Patton 11/21 

Dick Payfer 11/22 

Ellen VanQuekelberg 11/24 

Iris Nordby 11/29 

 

Wishing you each a wonderful birthday!!!! 
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A Bunch of Hot Air 
 

Is there any bigger spectacle than the Macy’s 

Thanksgiving Day parade marching down Broadway  

in New York City? And this big spectacle requires  

big balloons to capture the attention and dazzle the 

imagination of millions of onlookers.  

The Thanksgiving Day parade did not always boast 

larger-than-life balloons. The first parade was held  

in 1924 when R.H. Macy & Co. decided to celebrate  

the opening of its new flagship store on 34th Street  

in Manhattan. This massive parade was not meant  

to celebrate Pilgrims and a feast of turkey but to usher  

in the Christmas shopping season. During its first three 

years, the parade featured live animals from the Central 

Park Zoo, including tigers, elephants, camels, and 

donkeys. However, the children lining Broadway were  

so scared by these beasts that parade organizers 

decided to feature some “lighter” entertainment: giant 

balloons in the shape of beloved cartoon characters.  

The first inflatable star of the Macy’s Thanksgiving  
Day Parade was Felix the Cat, the preeminent cartoon 
megastar of the silent era. In those early days, the 
balloons were built by the Goodyear Tire and Rubber  
Plant Company. They were not filled with helium but  
with air, and wranglers propped them up with long 
sticks. In 1929, balloons were filled with helium and  
wranglers had to both wrestle the gargantuan cartoons  
and keep their own feet firmly on the ground. Between  
1929 and 1932, the balloons were released into the  

air at the finish of the parade. They could float to the 
ground anywhere in Manhattan, and the lucky ones 
who found them needed only to return the tag attached  
to the lost balloon to Macy’s for a $25 gift certificate.  
For over 90 years, balloons have floated through New 
York’s skyscraper canyons. Felix the Cat has stepped 
aside for Raggedy Ann, Popeye, Snoopy, and current 
favorites like Iron Man and Pikachu, but the sense of 
wonder these balloons inspire carries on. 
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November Highlights 
 

Gratitude Month 

Election Day & National 

Nacho Day                 

November 6 

National Fig Week    

November 9 

Music with Corey Knapp      
November 12

th
  

World Kindness Day 

November 13 

Teddy Bear Day        

November 16  

Thanksgiving Day: U.S. 

November 22 

Peanut Butter Lover’s Month 

November 27 
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Greetings from Mindy Nuhring, 

Executive Director 

Welcome to November!!   Halloween 

was fun this year – Dusty and the 

dietary staff did such a great job with 

the “Halloween” food!  We look forward 

to Thanksgiving and Christmas!! 

Welcome to our newest tenants:  Emmy 

Betts, Norene Martineau, Dick and 

Donna Payfer, Martha Pertlicek and 

Stuart and Carol Watson.  We are glad 

to have all of you here!!  Please contact 

the front office with any questions or 

concerns. 

 

 

 

 

December Music Events 
 
 

This December look for A LOT of 
entertainment coming right to you! A 
few things already lined up are Salem 
Lutheran Church Carolers, Harp Music 
with Anne Nalan (and she also will be 
playing backround music at our 
Christmas Dinner Party December 
12th) , Doug Spartz Christmas Show, 
Second Wind Harmonica Band, Guitar 
Music with Corey Knapp, Grand 
Rapids Area Male Chorus, First 
Church of God Carolers and the 
Dulcinea Ensemble! Looks like we’re 
going to have a busy month of 
wonderful music!  

 
 

Spreading Christmas Cheer 
 
In December we are going to start a 
Christmas Card Group. I have the 
addresses of HUNDREDS of assisted 
livings that want to participate! River 
Grand will supply the cards and 
stamps when we meet. We will send 
our well wishes for a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year all over the 
country spreading cheer! It will be just 
as exciting when we receive cards 
back and to see who we hear from and 
from and which states! It should be a 
FUN project!!! We will post and display 
cards in the activity area as they arrive 
to us. The Christmas Card Group will 
meet 4 times in the first two weeks of 
December and EVERYONE is 
welcome!                 Jennifer 
 

 

 

  

Mark your Calendars 
River Grand’s Annual Tenant and 

Family Christmas Dinner Party is 

Wednesday, December 12
th

 4:30pm to 

6:30pm. Each person can invite TWO 

guests FREE of charge! We need to 

limit simply because of the amount of 

space we have and limited parking.  If 

you plan to have additional guests, 

adults will be $15, children 12 and under 

are $10. This will be a huge, delicious 

buffet style meal! Please RSVP number 

of guests to the kitchen or office. 
 

 
 

 

Thanksgiving Day Guests 
If you plan to have guests for the 
Thanksgiving Day Dinner please 
tell the kitchen in advance. The 
big Thanksgiving Dinner with all 
of the trimmings will be on 
Thanksgiving Day at 12pm. 
Adult guests will be $10. 
Children 12 and under will be 
$5. 

  

Beatitudes for the Elderly 
 

Blessed are they who understand 
     My faltering step and palsied hand.  
Blessed are they who know that my ears 
today 
    Must strain to catch the things they say. 
Blessed are they who seem to know 
    That my eyes are dim and my wits are 
slow 
Blessed are they who looked away 
    When coffee spilled at the table today 
Blessed are they with a cheery smile 
    Who stop to chat for a little while 
Blessed are they who never say 
    “You’ve told me that story twice today.” 
Blessed are they who know the ways 
    To bring back memories of yesterdays 
Blessed are they who make it known 
   That I’m loved, respected, and not alone. 
Blessed are they who know I am loss 
    To find the strength to carry the cross 
Blessed are they who ease the days 
    Of my journey Home in loving ways. 

 

. 
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